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The role of PKM2 in cancer metabolism and clinical translation™
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Abstract: The metabolism of cancer cells is quite different from that of normal cells, and the strong plasticity of cancer
has resulted in slow progress in the field of targeting cancer metabolism therapy. Pyruvate kinase is a key enzyme in the cel-
lular glycolytic pathway, catalyzing the conversion of phosphoenolpyruvate to pyruvate and the production of adenosine tri-
phosphate. pyruvate kinase M2 isozyme (PKM2) not only can promote cancer cell proliferation and anabolism by enhancing
the Warburg effect, but also can translocate to nucleus as a co—transcription factor and protein kinase to regulate gene tran-
scription, playing an important role in tumorigenesis and development. This review focuses on the new breakthroughs of
PKM2 on the Warburg effect, anabolism and tumor microenvironment, and briefly introduces the non—metabolic function of
PKM2 and the latest progress in the clinical translation of PKM2-targeting small molecule drugs, providing new ideas for
tumor therapy.
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Fig. 1 The relationship of PKM2 and cancer metabolism
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Fig. 2 Gene clipping of PKM2 and different forms of PKM2 involved in the metabolic processes of tumor cells and normal cells
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Tab. 1 The effects of PKM2 on cancer metabolism
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PKM2 192 2 A0 A6 1 R, 5 T 385 i PKM2 9 356 8, 3 e W B sl o
TSP50 $ 55 PKM2 K433 Bt /KF- 15 5 PKM2 B0 5 (K433R) 28748 {2t Warburg 8457 [18]
Warburg 2V
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T fire , S e Ay 7 it 32 v
SREBP-1c Al R PKM2 %35 , 3 i AKT/mTOR/SREBP-1c 15 5 Rh4i il g & & 1 56 Jig At [36]
HEFEDR FASN 235 , DT 1 1 Jpi P g A
TMEM33 PKM2 W] 38 3 R ¥lff 43 F P9 5T 9 85 AR 1 TMEM33 Rz 3 3% $: RNFS 4 A [33]
Y7 SREBP (B 8 [ SCAP (52 M , 11T 0% SREBPs 38 i, {12 2 g 21
JHLJE BT B
PSATI VEREME S PRM2 AR, i 2k ek A AN A% , 987 22 & e AR, i 42 2240 Rt [39]

EGFR A F i A 12 7%

Bl A OCE W4 AE M2 W 41 T 12015 5 PDAC 0 M P () PKM2 22 35 A1 26, R B ) M2 |5 I

iy R 35 [47]

I BRI A R T2 240 B PRIMI2 174 3 2K T B ] 40 i g 24 4

PD-L1 PKM2 1] {1 18 Jjf 9 AH 56 B I 20 At 15 52 19 PD-11 32 28 35 A G se M il , Sk fik
B A B e B LB (A 7 S
SN PRM2 AR R TR A IR (o 8 T A% i £ B, AR b el 4 & R

Jih R iR 45 [50]

iR A [52-53]

K415 5 A T~ 1a (hypoxia—inducible factor 1o,
HIF-Loo) SR AILAA Ay 2k AR A S5 07 A 1 =08 0 9
A PE BRSSP RS . TG HIF- 1o 25 % 2]
R A P, IR T R I A A — R A R
ST, A2 T AR 1 40 280 9 110 R BB B o M A 1) 0 BR A
B KEBRYEIEN , PKM2 32 3] HIF-1a (H15E , 5
52 UE Warburg B0 o 2 A& At 7T AT 38 5 #1) il HIF-
1o/PPAR—v/PKM2 A5 [ 5 % A 106 % T 400 B 92 (he-
patocellular carcinoma, HCC) 2 g X} 28 $ JE Je 14 ifif
2P . PKM2-STAT3-HIF1o/VEGF 15 5 il 76 i%
Joe 8 v % 4 DG AR L P2 A3 5t 41 0F 1M 4 A i
ARG 45 s A= K7L FE s s b, HIF- 1o A
A58 3 0% ALYREF [A]4% 18 PKM2 (135 , AT

- 306 -

PR e T A R A R > iR 9 3k R 28 45 55 PKM2
| S OB A S AR AR LRI R . T L R APC
Bt 2 175 S 19 B—catenin—PKM2 75 Sl 54 1% 7] {1 3k 2%
E R TR Warburg 0%

VT JLAE , 38 33 13/ RNA (microRNA, miRNA) |
K% E % RNA (long non—coding RNA, IncRNA ) Fll
FRAR RNA (cireRNA ) $ [i1] PKM2 521 fif 83 4 15 52 2
PRI S5 T LB LE Z 0 g dn I8 i
G g 45 L R T AR 4k R T A g S RNA 8 45
PKM2 3k 5 Warburg B0 FUBFSY , S 1 28 i 14 i
. IncRNA HULC ]38 2 L7 it 0B A PKM2 {2 7
FHsE A AR . IRE R, circRNA MAT2B
Al 38 i1 miR-338-3p/PKM2 {55 5 il i 1 W e fie , 41 1E



g 22 2022 4F 6 H 55 12 %555 3 1)
Anti—tumor Pharmacy, June 2022, Vol. 12, No.3

HCC 1Y % 4 % 21 . IncRNA NORAD AJ 3 i miR-
NA-541-3p 4% PKM2 235 , fie 1 1if 51 i 9 200 e e
A0 5% 0 BE L, U5 T 0 5 BR R R . IncRNA
XIST/miR-137 %l o] BHLA5 PKM2 5] PKM1 %44k, , 45
S5 EL R AU ) AT 24 1 L AR SRR R A B
J IR 21 4 R R B & R, DT R B K miRNA B
IncRNA ] Jd 8 B B80T , ELAT VRS TR T I T
22 PKM2ERERSREMAR B EREFHIER
PKM2 52 Wi Jif g3 Jig AX 15 ©8 78 22 Fh g v g 4238,
BB I S R TP R SR A5 B IR SR
WY, PKM2 AJ 42 il §5 Bt i 422 50 1 45 & 22 1 (sterol reg-
ulatory element binding protein, SREBP) , J& 4 I i
Az TR B ER BRI D ety S DR, O S5 R i A KA
K, Tao 5575 5 e diE rh & 81 PKM2 5 SREBP-1c
FEAEAEAERT, 3 EL T % PKM2 1] 3 AKT/mTOR 5
S BT , T AR SREBP-1¢ A6 7KF , HE M
LB B 5 A B G S B DR FASI (10 7% 3%, 410 il ek
JAER . A XSRS R B PKM2 AT 52 0 g8 1) i
[ B B, R ey 3 45 i T BRGNS A, LR
THLHIAA itk — 20 BB . 2021 4F, Liu % #
LR AR R 2 P07 PKM2 B ET AL, 38 725 PKM2 7]
L3 58 R 3 43 P4 5T 9 5 A T TMEM33 Rz %
HEFERG RNFS #8715 SREBP FH 2 1 SCAP HFa e 14
TS SREBPs 3 #% . BF5E 2 43 il @B T py8119
BRL 5 L g 200 e 22 A/ U PKM2, % 91 4 B PKM2
BRI 2 H v I VR P A T K ST O 0 RS AR A
Ko BAR PKM2 78 I8 240 it rp 2 (g S I, (2 B
FEPI ] PKM2 A5 44 755 10 36 IR 5 i I 7K ST 14 IR
W, v REAE U AbRE 1 & 2 &k . Khateb 2677 F 2021
AR X PKM2 F iR B AR HEAT T 1R LRk, H
VAR T E3A Liu SCH AT AR AT R 42 1 PKM2 78
i 98 24 A A B 3 A~ BILAAR ot g 5 A3 1 25 5 52 i)
ST ) A 0 2 A O B IR B R
PKM2 1E [ I8 6 97 08 i B 17 T

22 5 IR 2 PKM2 11 K SR T 1R R A8 44 300 791,
T e A 12 oo B AROH T 22 R A H R B Sk AR
BN 2T IR A A AR T O e T R 22 R
BIHFEME 1 (phosphoserine aminotransferase 1, PSAT1)
Al PEVE S PKM2 AH BAEHT , {2 3#F PKM2 #F A 4 il
¥, NI T EGFR 28 AU AN MIIE RS, Yu S5
K HI CRISPR/Cas9 & K] 4 i 4 A ] R AR TR AR 487
Ji# 98 (pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma, PDAC ) 2l ffd
H PKM1/2 )5 , 40 AT el i 22 2 W A= W LA il

FEA DS TR R, LA 3 58 AN 32 5 ), 3 R R A R I
PKM1/2 J& PDAC 4 it & A T AR #b 32 DL 4 4 L3
Bi. PKM2 R T s s LR Al b i 22 R A oh
AR A A S e R AR . 2018 4F, Liu 55V 4E
B U A T R BN, PKM2 704 E 3148 T 1k 4 4 Ik e
PRGN RE BT RS i S EH . A WFoE4GE
PKM2 AT QI3 i , £ 2F b2 40 i DN A #9451,
A P2 fiE 394 55— F3 b g 1 o A2 1 1R 6 B A1)
YRR, DA BE iy 40 M 3 58>, 28 LTk B T 42 ik
Warburg i 41, PKM2 i AT 5 i 5 | 22 3 8 LA S i
T PR AR A B2, 7 Be A AL AE B & i
RHEFTRAVER . I 40 B AS TR AR T 35 48 =22 8] 47 7E
MR, BT H 3 — R A2 5, s 40 it v i
PE T PR R Rl B B AR ORI B A T
I, PR Z AR A= 3 70 A I B IR T T R sl
AT B e A B Y ST ) o
23 PKM2 W SMEREAE W 535 (tumor
microenvironment, TME ) F 983 12 1 14 B0 A% 21 i/
I 200 L G 2 400 1) 4 B B T 24 A e kA AR 8 I
53U ) 9 i PR P LR, XoF s 200 e AR B ) AR A
FEEREW Il , PSSR T G T S R
i3 G FE B ER B 1 OCE . WS R B, PKM2 48
JiE 2 [ A7 76 SO B AR T PKM2 AT 3 o 34 o A 1k
% 1% 1k FI Warburg 2500 7 fo 58 AR rh & 5 o B4R
FH 76 Rl A A iR Gy 2 [ 48 T — JBE R 2
M2 [ 24 it 323 5 PDAC 41 Jifd v PKM2 (%) 5 35 4H
O, RUHE o5 400 ] M2 v 40 6 A £k A 8 40 A i)
PKM2 %3k 1] BB /296 77 PDAC {58 7 147!, PKM2
58 K A i BRI AE T 8 I BCAR -1 (programmed
death ligand-1, PD-L1)% VI AH ¢, AT L4 i PD-
L1 ik, 15 HCC X PD-L1 FH W& T /) ) g 4500
PKM2 417 i 71 45 5 % 7T 38 3 B A B 240 i i
PKM2/STAT3/CD163 il 1) il ik 26 B5% 5 A= 1l 45 T2 1
FUE i A8 Az B R 0 = AR . R, A TR
PKM2 5 52 20 il 2 (8] (4 40 B A, A3 Bl T % Bl
JEIRTT A S SV T IR /D TR AR
WHATT AL R .

JIo R A T P 200 i 471 v 2 iR R A o R v 4
e [ 30 TR B A IR S A i 245 3 N
21 i it s 7T 3 e D A PRI 1) R 200 i A2 356 ik 2
PER FE HCC S8 1A 2% PRI 1) T 4R PKM2,
HCC A A= B A b A n] 52 88 TME, 510 200 1t - 3 1) 41
JifL R AR 7 R L CCL1-CCRS Sl it 7 =X

-307 -



iR 242 2022 41 6 45 12 #4310
Anti—tumor Pharmacy, June 2022, Vol. 12, No.3

5% PKM2-ARRDC1 B 45 &, it — 42 if PKM2 M Jih
968 240 B v HE M 3 S A A AR PKM2 i #E HCC 1Y &
JRES3 T I ECL 490 i A VB A 4 B A s R T 3 1 PKM2
e 2E 5 400 i o ok SR AR AR RS, DT (i 2 2 5
JikIRE i R 1Y, A I A PKM2 AT 4 S Jifgg 12 Wi 4 15
FEAR AW, A ok T iF — 25 W 55 A1 W PKM2 5 98
TME G AL, [ 0 I BELKT AP s P& PKM2 7 TME 1Y
ML, Xl e & A & T B AN
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EGFRG4E™ >, EGFR ¢ WA R AR EGFR vIIT
AT STAT3 Wi iR 1k F PKM2 #% 5 77, PKM2 A
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Tab. 2 The mechanisms of PKM2 inhibitors and activators
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